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Feb. 24: In Casillo municipality, Meta department, six campesinos were executed by a group of
men armed with machineguns. Witnesses said the killers were soldiers. The victims were taken
from their homes, marched to the outskirts of the town, and shot in the head. All six were members
of the leftist Patriotic Union (UP). The dead were the latest in a wave of murders connected
with the March 11 congressional elections. Feb. 26: Late Monday in Cimitarra, a village located
in the Magdalena Medio (north of Bogota), journalist Silvia Duzan and three members of a
local agricultural cooperative were shot to death in a restaurant by several heavily armed men.
Preliminary investigations indicate that a local death squad was responsible. Mayor Salvador Pardo
said the three farmers Josue Vargas, Miguel Barajas, and Saul Castaneda were directors of the
Carare Agricultural Workers Association. The Caracol radio network said Duzan was working on
a story on rightist death squads active in the area. Notimex reported that Duzan was working for
the BBC, and had interviewed members and leaders of paramilitary groups (death squads), the
cooperative, and rebel organizations. The focus of her story was the violence afflicting the region,
how local residents had managed to arrange a cease-fire between the Colombian Revolutionary
Armed Forces (FARC) and the death squads and the army. However, violence in the region resumed
as drug traffickers acquired land in the region, and created death squads to intimidate agricultural
workers and others who dared to challenge their control of wages and local markets. Agricultural
cooperative organizers have been murdered recently, and Jesuit priests and academics serving as
advisers to the cooperative have received death threats. Death squads have been held responsible
for massacres of peasants and leftist leaders in the region. Four years ago, 36 peasants were found
slain; half had been decapitated. The Colombian Revolutionary Armed Forces (FARC) have been
active in the Magdalena Medio for many years. Duzan was known as a daring and independent
journalist. She was a co-founder of the weekly news magazine Zona, where she directed the urban
life section. She participated in the production of several films and documentaries for domestic
and foreign companies, including the Canadian Broadcast Corporation (CBC), and the BBC. Feb.
27: Government officials reported the killings of a young leftist city mayor, a journalist and four
soldiers. (Basic data Xinhua, 02/25/90, 02/28/90/; Notimex, AP, 02/27/90
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